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WE CLAIM: 

1 . A network resource control system for facilitating communication between network 
terminals and network resources over a network, the network resource control system 
comprising: 

a resource registry including resource records associated with the network resources, 
the resource records defining at least a user access level for each said network resource; 

an authorization server in communication with the resource registry for controlling 
network access to the network resources by the network terminals in accordance with the 
resource records; and 

an administration server in communication with the resource registry for providing 
controlled access to the resource records. 

2. The network resource control system according to claim 1, wherein the resource 
records define at least resource configuration data for each said network resource, and each 
said network terminal has an associated terminal configuration, and the authorization server is 
configured to receive from one of the network terminals a request for access to one of the 
network resources, and to configure the one terminal for communication with the one 
network resource in accordance with a correspondence between the terminal configuration of 
the one network terminal and the resource configuration data and the user access control data 
associated with the one network resource. 

3. The network resource control system according to claim 2, wherein the authorization 
server is configured to provide the one terminal with a network resource driver for 
communication with the one network resource in accordance with the correspondence. 

4. The network resource control system according to claim 1, wherein the resource 
records are configured for access by respective administrators of the network resources, and 
the administration server is configured to receive from one of the network administrators a 
request for access to one of the resource records with user access control data, to verify 
authorization for the access from the access configuration associated with the one resource 
record, and to update the one resource record with the user access control data in accordance 
with the verification. 
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5. A method for facilitating communication between network terminals and network 
resources over a network, the method comprising the steps of; 

providing a resource registry including resource records associated with the network 
resources; 

receiving user access control data from administrators of the network resources for 
incorporation into the resource records; and 

in accordance with the user access control data, configuring the network terminals for 
communication with the network resources. 

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the resource records define at least 
resource configuration data for each said network resource, and each said network terminal 
has an associated terminal configuration, and the terminal configuring step comprises the 
steps of receiving from one of the network terminals a request for access to one of the 
network resources, and configuring the one terminal for communication with the one network 
resource in accordance with a correspondence between the terminal configuration of the one 
network terminal and the resource configuration data and the user access control data 
associated with the one network resource. 

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein the step of configuring the one terminal 
comprises providing the one terminal with a network resource driver for communication with 
the one network resource in accordance with the correspondence. 

8. The method according to claim 5, wherein each said resource record is configured for 
access by one of the network administrators, and the control data receiving step comprises the 
steps of receiving from one of the network administrators a request for access to one of the 
resource records, verifying authorization for the access from the access configuration 
associated with the one resource record, and updating the one resource record in accordance 
with the verification. 



